Skyline High School Orchestra Placement Audition Information for Current Skyline Students
Students attending Skyline High School during the 2019-2020 school year and interested in Concert or Symphony Orchestra will play an orchestra placement audition February 11 or February 14, 2019.  This is to ensure that everyone gets placed in the best ensemble for his or her instrument and technical ability.  Everyone will be placed in an orchestra ensemble.  Students can download audition material and sign up for an audition on our website bit.ly/SkylineOrchestra by clicking on the Audition Information tab.  Please let us know if you have any questions. cowper@aaps.k12.mi.us
Philharmonic Orchestra (non-audition) 
The Philharmonic Orchestra is open to all traditional string instrumentalists from grades 9-12.   The emphasis is on building basic individual and ensemble skills, to build musical strength and sensitivity, and to prepare students for membership into the Concert or Symphony Orchestra.  This ensemble has evening concerts and other performing opportunities during the year. In addition to developing their playing skills, Philharmonic students develop knowledge of music history and music theory. Attendance at Skyline Orchestra camp is expected. 
Concert Orchestra (audition required)
The Concert Orchestra consists of students from grades 9-12 who have met all of the audition requirements as determined in the spring of the previous school year. The scope of the class is to perform great literature and fine-tune technical and musical skills in preparation for membership into the Symphony Orchestra.  This ensemble rehearses three days a week as a string orchestra and is joined once a week, in the spring, by wind, brass, and percussionists from the Concert Band. The Concert Orchestra has rehearsals, concerts and festivals throughout the year, which occur outside of the standard school day (about once a month). In addition to developing their playing skills, Concert Orchestra students develop knowledge of music history and music theory. Attendance at Skyline Orchestra Camp is expected. 
CONCERT ORCHESTRA AUDITION MUSIC
Students who are interested in becoming a member of the Concert Orchestra will successfully prepare ALL of the following:
Scales (Memorized)
Major Scales 2-octave Major scales- up to 4 sharps and 4 flats- ascending and descending as quarter-notes at 80 bpm, bowing is student’s choice. 
Minor Scale
One, 2-octave minor scale, OF YOUR CHOICE, in the relative major key up to 4 sharps and 4 flats- in all 3 forms (natural, harmonic & melodic) ascending and descending as quarter-notes at 80 bpm, bowing is student’s choice.
For example, G minor (natural, harmonic & melodic). 
Sight-Reading
You will have 60 seconds to study a piece of music and then perform it to the best of
your ability.  (You may NOT play your instrument during the preparation minute.)
Selected Piece
Perform a SOLO work that best represents your present ability- prepare about 3 minutes in length, though you may be cut off part way through. You may NOT choose orchestra parts from your school orchestra. If you have a question about an appropriate piece of music, please contact Miss Cowper or your current director. 
Symphony Orchestra (audition required)
This Symphony Orchestra consists of students from grades 9-12 who have met all of the audition requirements.  Symphony Orchestra is a select group of string, wind, brass, and percussion players who perform symphonic orchestra literature.  Membership in this class is determined by audition.  This ensemble rehearses as a string orchestra three days a week; wind and percussion players join the string orchestra twice a week to rehearse as a full orchestra. The Symphony Orchestra has rehearsals, concerts and festivals throughout the year, which occur outside of the standard school day (about twice a month).  In addition to advancing their playing skills, Symphony Orchestra students develop knowledge of music history and music theory. Attendance at Skyline Orchestra camp is expected.
Scales (Memorized)
Major Scales 
Prepare ALL 3-octave Major scales- up to 4 sharps and 4 flats- ascending and descending as quarter-notes at 100 bpm, bowing is students choice. ** Bass players will play full 3 octaves for the scales if they can. If not, 2 octaves are acceptable. 
Minor Scale
One, 3-octave minor scale, OF YOUR CHOICE, in the relative major key up to 4 sharps and 4 flats- in all 3 forms (natural, harmonic & melodic) ascending and descending as quarter-notes at 100 bpm, bowing is students choice.  ** Bass players will play full 3 octaves for the scales if they can. If not, 2 octaves are acceptable.
Sight-Reading
You will have 60 seconds to study a piece of music and then perform it to the best of your ability.  (You may NOT play your instrument during the preparation minute.)
Selected Piece 
Perform a SOLO work that best represents your present ability- prepare about 2 minutes in length, though you may be cut off part way through. You may NOT choose orchestra parts from your school orchestra. If you have a question about an appropriate piece of music, please contact Miss Cowper or your current director. 
Etude/Excerpt 
Each student will prepare a small excerpt from traditional orchestra repertoire that can be downloaded on our website (bit.ly/SkylineOrchestra). It is the responsibility of the performer to decide stylistic elements based on the composer and time period, though the tempo will be provided for you. Feel free to make bowing and fingering alterations.
Tips for Sight-Reading

Before performing always check out the STARS

Sharps and flats; key signature

Time Signature

Accidentals

Rhythm

Signs and Symbols; repeats, D.C, D. S, dynamics, bowings, etc.

Practice Sight-Reading at www.sightreadingfactory.com

